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State Engineer History

• Created 1897

• “Practical” Engineer

• Governor Appointment

• Senate Confirmation

• 4 Year Term

• No Board

• No Superior Agency 
Review



Willard Young

1897-1898



Division of Water 
Rights Mission:



Promote order, certainty, and 
safety in the beneficial use of 

Utah’s water



Current State Engineer Responsibilities

• Maintain Records and Provide Public 
Access

• Act on Water Right Applications 

• Participate in General Adjudications

• Supervise Diversions by Priority

• Cooperative Studies

• Regulate Safety of Dams

• License Well Drillers

• Regulation of Geothermal Activities

• Approve Stream Alteration Permits 

• Enforce Water Right Law







Current Budget Breakdown



Funding History

FeesAppropriation History by Funding Source



How Funding Is Being Used



FTEs/Special Revenue Account

Appropriated Programs

87 FTEs

Expendable Special 
Revenue Account

Total Commissioners    47

Collections $1,798,227.31

Expenses    $1,748,217.84

Current Bal $1,052,542.23



Applications, How Are We Doing?
Applications to Appropriate Change Applications

Processing Times



Application Processing Trends



Other Indicators



Utah Lake Jordan River 
Adjudication



Provo River 
Adjudication



Navajo Water Rights Settlement

• Federal reserved water right

• $8,000,000.00

• Ratify the agreement

• Interlocutory decree

• Clean water projects for Navajo 
Nation in Utah

• Brings clarity to the water rights 
based on Utah’s Colorado River 
allocation



Parowan Groundwater Trends



Milford Area



Current Issues

• Irrigation Depletion (Change / 
Flexibility)

• Instream / Environmental beneficial use

• Public Welfare 

• Sharing a limited resource

• Ground water management

• Conjunctive management

• Breaking down internal silos and 
creating efficiency 



QUESTIONS & THANK YOU


